
A Day of Solidarity with the 
People of Palestine

Join us next year for the Sixth Annual Ride for Palestine!

teachpalestine.org

shoppalestine.org

mecaforpeace.org

Save the Date!
MECA’s Annual Palestinian Crafts Bazaar

November 14, 2026
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The Ride for Palestine
Thank you for joining the Fifth  Annual Ride for Palestine. 

From the Director:

their solidarity with Palestine, especially during this time of ongoing genocide 

for Palestine, focuses on the right of Palestinian refugees to return to their 

Nakba and with over half the Palestinian population living in diaspora and 
exile, they deserve the right to return back to their homes. 

and Gaza impact more than just Palestine, but expand to the whole region and 
the rest of the world. Governments and international entities continue to ig-
nore the roots of these wars and aggressions. However, we, the people, remain 
the main hope to change this reality and to bring justice, not just for Palestin-
ians, but for all people who are struggling for their rights. 
We at MECA and our supporters are committed to supporting the steadfast-
ness of the Palestinian people and continuing the work we do. At the same 
time, we are committed to creating initiatives, like this Ride, so the people can 
express their solidarity and advocate for a free Palestine.

—Zeiad Abbas Shamrouch

year’s ride is the Right of Return
central demand in the Palestinian struggle for justice and 

self determination. Riding is an act of solidarity with Palestinian 
communities as they struggle to protect their children, educate them, 

and strengthen their sprits. 

“You are helping us weave the last threads 
of hope for the people here. “
--Wafaa El-Derawi, MECA staff member in Gaza

Top  Fundraisers  and  Teams 2026
 

com. We are still fundraising and the platform will remain open for 
donations until the end of August. Make sure you continue to do-

nate and encourage friends and family so we can surpass our goal of 
$500,000.

Top 5 Fundraisers:
David Keenan
Jamal Katout

Richard Claymore
Amer Siddiqee
Nicole Hanhan
Top 5 Teams:

Jewish Voice for Peace
East Bay Families for Cease
San Bruno Rides for Palestine

Hurriyya
SURJ Bay Area

Thank you!
T
arrived at the crack of dawn to set up, stayed late to clean up, served food 

s, and did so much more!

Special thanks to: Sarah Kidder, Sami Kitmitto, Jos Sances, 
Alliance Graphics, S. Smith Patrick, Judith Green, Robbin Henderson, 

Dean Bardouka, Brooke Anderson , Renda Dabit, Nicole Carlos-Watson, 
Mauricio Acevedo, Emilie Bard, Falestine Shoman, Jenny Chu, 

Leo Siecienski, Angel Adeyoha, Tomas Baneulos, Anthony Galvan

For the wonderful food and drinks today: 
Ikaros, Shawarmaji, Zaytoon, Cream, Terah Wine Co.

And to the amazing MECA staff in both Berkeley and Palestine!

Many, many thanks to our generous donors and to all for making 
everything run smoothly and look, sound, and taste wonderful!



On Sunday, July 19, 2026, more than 500 people of all ages are participating in 
the Fifth Annual Ride for Palestine. They are riding 14 miles along the beautiful 
San Francisco Bay to Lucretia Edwards Park (near Rosie the Riveter Museum) in 
Richmond, California and back, demonstrating their solidarity with the Palestinian 
people. Some are riding in Madison, Wisconsin, some in Virginia, some in Wash-
ington, and one in France! The Ride was inspired by MECA supporters in the 
UK who started the Big Ride for Palestine (www.thebigride4Palestine.com) 
in 2015, following a horrific seven-week assault on Gaza. Every year, hundreds of 
people raise tens of thousands of dollars for MECA’s programs in Palestine.

More than 3,000 Ride for Palestine donations will go towards our work in 
Palestine. These are just some of the projects your donations will support:

• Providing clean drinking water to hospitals and communities across Gaza
• Emergency aid for Palestine and Lebanon including food parcels, hygiene   

         kits, and other urgent needs
• Sports, art, and educational activities for Palestinian children

A highlight of the 2025 Ride for Palestine was a surprise appearance by 
Detroit Congresswoman Rashida Tlaib who reminded the crowd that, 

“We can be joyful in this resistance. Resistance is joyful!”

We hope to see you next year at the Sixth Annual Ride for Palestine!

The Ride of ReturnSponsors  cont inued



Ride  for  Palest ine  Program
Program 11:45AM

Welcome! Zeiad Abbas Shamrouch, MECA’s Executive Director

Poetry and Music by Palestinian Youth Ensemble/ PYM, Bay Area

Music by Cormac Gannon

Debke Dance Group  GUPS

HipHop by ShaRiffRaff (Sharif Zakout)

Professor Sang Hea Kil, of San Jose State University

Dr. Sang Hea Kil is a professor in the “Justice” Studies Department at San 
Jose State University. She was terminated from her position for pro-Pales-
tinian activism in 2024 and has won her job back. She was the first tenured 
faculty member to be dismissed from a US public university and the first 
to win her job back. 

“they targeted me for merely showing up to anti-genocide 
events on my campus to support students protesting the 

Israeli destruction of Gaza and its people.”
--Dr. Sang Hea Kil

Breakfast, Lunch, Appetizers, and Drinks:
Shawarmaji

 Ikaros
Zaytoon Mediterranean Restaurant and Bar

 Cream
Jaffa Coffee

Cheeseboard Collective
Terah Wine Co.

Ride  for  Palest ine  Sponsors
A huge thank you to our many sponsors–their support is 

making the Fifth Annual Ride for Palestine possible!


